
OpenAV
Software for Artists



+ Live looping performance software
+ Audio FX plugins
+ Synths (wavetables + routing)
+ USB controller support
+ Open source + $$ release model
+ Linux focussed

"Reflection on OpenAV Productions Software"







Music + Software + UX
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Music + Software + UX



Ctlra
(Hw Acccess)

http://openavproductions.com/ctlra/


Mixxx
(Ctlra branch)



3%
Of all of the ideas I'd like to build…

motivation, time, and skills!?



Community!
Motivation & Learning



    2009    2010         2011       2012

2013 2014 2015 2016 "minilac"

2017 SONOJ '17 2018

https://lac.linuxaudio.org/2018/


Floss Weekly MOD Device Collabs

Ubuntu User Mag OpenAV Release System

https://twit.tv/shows/floss-weekly/episodes/376?autostart=false
https://mod.audio/
https://www.ubuntu-user.com/Magazine/Archive/2014/23/Harry-van-Haaren-open-source-musician
https://lac.linuxaudio.org/2014/video.php?id=22&h=720


! LLMs !
"So what" for Linux Audio?



(while watching the keynote yesterday? Context switching…)

Mem leaks, UseAfterFree, Buffer Overflows!

Ctlra code review



"Modern" software engineering?



Technical 
Stuff

(Here be language wars ;)



Best tools for the job?
Something that doesn't let me make "silly" mistakes

- Silly mistakes in complex code-bases aren't silly
- But they are still mistakes, and cause bad UX/crashes…





Owning AI
... or depend on the cloud?



Owning AI
... or depend on the cloud?



Local GPUs?
Run LLMs locally on an open-source stack

~30 billion models locally : CPU only, or GPU

~16 VRAM GPU is enough - more is better!



Communities & GPUs?
- Community centric LLM inferencing

- Hackerspaces, "makerspaces", whatever :)
- AI Models : new ones every day?

- Focus on "harness" not on model
- Build workflows, do not focus on "prompting a model"

- Play, Learn, Have fun
- Read blogs/newsletters, share experience



- LLMs give new opportunities
… "Mirrors of operator skill"

- Rethinking SW engineering
… building "agentic loops"

- Own the hardware
… own your coding agency

Links to https://ghuntley.com/

Positive Outlook

https://ghuntley.com/mirrors/
https://ghuntley.com/ralph/
https://ghuntley.com/


Redo OpenAV?
Start in 2026 (not 2009)

With LLM power



+ Keep attending LAC :)

Community is key

+ Attend other conferences (even more)

Wider perspectives & skills

So what would I do exactly the same?



So what would I do differently?

+ Code in Rust
+ 90% of "silly" bugs go away!

+ LLM (local?) to review every commit
+ Avoid "oopsie" logic errors

+ More test/spec-driven development
+ Suits LLM agentic loop building workflows



Community : Attendee Signatures in '14 



! Thanks !
? Discussion ?



Bonus Slide




